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We are returning to our Advent series, The Dawn of Peace in a World of 

Strife. Last week’s message was “From Peace to Strife.” We saw that life 

was very good as God created it. Adam and Eve were living together in the 

favor and blessing of God’s presence with joy and satisfaction. Yet they were 

deceived by Satan to rebel against God with a single sin that began this 

whole landslide of sin and strife that has engulfed the history of humanity. 

Today nations war against nations, couples get caught up in marital strife, 

and parents and children fight the battle the of wills, not to mention the 

internal strife within each of our souls that wars against the peace with God 

we long for and were  created to enjoy—all the result of the peace-killing 

power and influence of sin. What is sin? Sin is rebellion against God at any 

level, refusing to honor Him as God in our lives. And where sin is freely 

reigning, there can be no peace, no shalom, because sin separates us from 

God who alone is the source of the fullness of life.  

 

But praise God, He did not leave us to drown in our sin and despair. He made 

a way for us to be at peace with God again, through the sacrifice of His Son 

who stood in our place as a substitute, to take upon Himself the punishment 

we deserved for our sin. When we become one with Christ through faith, we 

are restored to peace with God because He counts Jesus’ death as payment 

for our sins and credits us with the righteousness of Jesus. This is what we 

call the gospel. It’s what the angels proclaimed at Jesus’ birth: “Do not be 

afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which shall be for all 

the people”—the gospel of great joy! (Luke 2:10).  

 

Today we turn to Isaiah 9 to reflect on a wonderful promise that God would 

turn strife to peace through the birth of child-king. Yet before jump into 

Isaiah 9, let’s attempt to connect the dots from where we left off last week.  

� Adam and Eve – 1
st
 sin in garden of Eden (Gen 3) 

� Second generation – sibling rivalry – Cain killed his brother (Gen 4) 

� Gen 5 – perpetual rhythm of death through the 1
st
 8 generations 

confirming God’s original warning that sin breeds death. 

� Gen 6 – “the Lord saw the wickedness of man was great on the earth, 

and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 

continually” (Gen 6:5).  

� Gen 7 – God sends a worldwide flood as judgment on man’s sin to 

cleanse the earth, saving only Noah and his family.  

� By Gen 11 the descendants of Noah were conspiring together to 

build a great tower to make a name for themselves, believing 

themselves to be self-sufficient apart from God. So God confused the 

languages and scattered them across the earth  

� Gen 12 – God chose Abram to be the father of a particular nation. To 

raise up from all the people groups on the earth, one nation, Israel, 

that would be his chosen people in a promised land.  

� In the days of Joseph, the Israelites moved to Egypt to find food 

during a time of famine.  

� As the Israelites multiplied in Egypt, they were made slaves by 

Pharaoh who suppressed them because he was afraid they would 

become to numerous and take over Egypt.  

� God raised up Moses to deliver the Israelites from Egypt through 10 

plagues, the last of which was the death of all the firstborn in that 

land who were not marked with the blood of a sacrificial lamb over 

their doorway.  

     *Up to this point we have seen hints of sacrifice along the way: 

Adam and Eve clothed with garments of skin in Gen 3, Abraham was 

spared of having to sacrifice his own son, Isaac, through God’ s 

provision of a ram in Gen 22. Now in Ex 12 the Israelites would 

annually commemorate their deliverance from Egypt  by the 

celebration of Passover in which a lamb died as a substitute to spare 

their own lives.  

� Freed from Egypt, God gave the Israelites His law in the wilderness 

where they would spend the next 40 years wandering because they 

failed to obey God’s law.   

� Finally, God raised up Joshua to lead Israel into the promised land 

and there they would eventually be led by a series of kings, the first 

of which was David, to whom God made a promise that through his 

lineage would come a king who would sit on his throne forever and 

bring everlasting peace.  King after king failed to be that one.  

 



It was in the midst of this series of kings that King Ahaz reigned in Judah 

during the days of Isaiah the prophet, which brings us to Isaiah 7 where king 

Ahaz finds himself at war with two kings: Rezin the king of the Arameans 

and Pekah the son of Israel. Remember, that at this time Israel and Judah are 

a divided kingdom. What’s happening on the world stage is that Assyria is 

becoming the major super power. So the Arameans (Syria) and the Israelites 

form an alliance to stand against Assyria. They also wanted Judah to join 

them in this alliance but because Ahaz was unwilling, they sought to 

overthrow him.  

 

Ahaz faced three choices: 1) He could make an alliance with Israel and Syria, 

2) he could make an alliance with Assyria; 3) he could trust in God.   

 

Isa 7:2 tells us that Ahaz and his people were scared to death of Israel and 

Syria (the Arameans): “his heart and the hearts of his people shook as the 

trees of the forest shake with the wind.” So God sends Isaiah to King Ahaz in 

vs. 3-9 to tell him not to be afraid the Arameans and the Israelites because in 

just 65 years their kingdom will fall. But he ends vs. 9 with this warning: “if 

you will not believe, you will not last.” Then to encourage Ahaz to trust the 

Lord, he says in vs. 11: “ask a sign for yourself from the Lord your God; 

make it as deep as Sheol or high as heaven…” In other words, ask God to do 

something so big, so impossible, that when it happens you will know that 

God’s word to you is true. But Ahaz is unwilling to trust in the Lord because 

in his heart he has already decided to trust in the king of Assyria for help. So 

with a false-reverence, as though to cover up his unbelief, he says in 7:12, “I 

will not ask, nor will I test the Lord!” The irony is that by failing to test the 

Lord Ahaz is testing the Lord. Its true that we are not to test the Lord but the 

way a person tests the Lord is by disobeying Him. In this case, God had told 

Ahaz to ask for a sign and so by not doing it, he is testing the Lord with his 

disobedience.  

 

In 7:14 Isaiah basically says, “fine, God will give you a sign anyway.” [vs. 

13-16] Now, when we read verse 14, we automatically think about the baby 

Jesus born to the virgin Mary—an amazing miracle—the Christ child born to 

of a virgin without the involvement of a man. We know from Matthew 1:23, 

that this is indeed the ultimate fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy. But how 

would this be a sign for Ahaz in his day? Its important to remember that 

prophecies often have multiple layers of fulfillment, as is the case here. In 

chapter 8, Isaiah would marry a young woman who was still a virgin at the 

time that the prophecy was given. Out of that marriage they would soon have 

a son and before that son was old enough to talk, Ahaz’s enemies (Israel and 

Syria) would fall to the Assyrians (8:4).
1
 So initially it seems like Ahaz was 

pretty clever choosing to ally with Assyria. There’s just one problem, the end 

of Isa 7 and chapter 8 describe how Assyria would eventually conquer Judah 

as well as carry them away into exile—only a remnant of God’s people 

would be spared. Isaiah chapter 8 ends with a horrific description of what life 

would be like under Assyria’s dominance: “And they will pass through the 

land hard-pressed and famished, and it will turn out that when they are 

hungry, they will be enraged and curse their king and their God as they face 

upward. Then they will look to the earth, and behold, distress and darkness, 

the gloom of anguish; and they will be driven away into darkness” (Isa 

8:21-22) 

 

What a description of life when God is rejected. Sounds like the end of Genesis 3. 

Don’t make the mistake of attributing these last two verse of chapter 8 to the 

hand of Assyria. It is God’s hand that has raise up Assyria to judge His 

people for their rebellious sin and failure to trust God. Isaiah chapter 1 gives 

us a picture of how corrupt Israel was in those days [vs. 2-5].  

 

Is there any hope left for the people of God? Just when it seems as though 

despair has triumphed, God gives Isaiah a future prophecy that once again 

light would pierce the darkness through the birth of child unlike this world 

has ever known—One who would establish a kingdom of everlasting peace.  

 

[Isaiah 9:1-2] – a reversal of 8:21-22 

� No more gloom 

� No more anguish 

� Contempt � glorious 

� Walk in darkness � see a great light 

� Live in dark land (shadow of death) � light will shine on them 

 

How will this happen? What is this light that will dispel the darkness? 

Matthew 4:12-17 answers the question for us. Just after Jesus had overcome 

the Satan’s temptations in the wilderness, he begins his earthly ministry. And 

where does it begin? [Matt 4:12-17] Notice Jesus’ message: “repent for the 

                                                           
1
 See Herbert Wolf, Interpreting Isaiah, pg. 91. 



kingdom of heaven is at hand!” The light of Isa 9 is Jesus, the One who 

would save His people from their sins (Matt 1:21)—the very sin that destroys 

peace with God. In John 8:12, Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; he who 

follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.”  

 

Isaiah 9:3 now goes on to describe the joy of God’s people when they are 

restored—like the joy of abundance in harvest or the joy of triumph in battle. 

[vs. 3]. Notice where this joy is found: “They will be glad in your presence!” 

Doesn’t this sound like the joy and blessing of shalom—the peace of God 

that can only be found in God’s presence and favor?  

 

Vs. 4 speaks of how God will break the power of their oppressors. They will 

have victory as in the days of Midian. [vs. 4] Do you remember who God 

raised up against the Midianites? It was Gideon. When God called Gideon, 

he reminded the Lord that he was the youngest of the least family in Israel. 

But that’s who God wanted to show forth His power. When it came time for 

battle, God had Gideon reduce his army from 32,000 down to 300. Why? So 

that they would know that it was God Himself who was fighting for them. By 

the way, what did Gideon name the altar he built to the Lord? “The Lord is 

Peace”—shalom! (Judges 6:4). Isaiah is prophesying of a day when again 

God would fight their battles, as in the days of Gideon.  

 

The result would be an end of war in [vs. 5]. No longer would they need their 

war boots—their only use would be fuel for the fire because they would 

experience such times of peace.  

 

And how would all of this be possible? It would all unfold in the birth of a 

child. [vs. 6]. This child would be a king for “the government will rest on His 

shoulders.” But he will not be a mere human king. He has a four-fold name 

that points to this child as none other than God Himself:  

� Wonderful Counselor – the embodiment of divine wisdom 

� Mighty God – He will be the Lord Almighty 

� Eternal Father – speaks of his protective care for His people 

� Prince of Peace – His reign will be one of Shalom because He will 

rule with justice and righteousness—in the wisdom, power, and 

compassion of God Himself.  

 

Now notice [vs. 7] This is the one who was promised to sit on David’s 

throne—the Messiah. Notice that there will be no end to the increase of His 

government for of peace. Have we seen the fulfillment of this kind of 

universal peace yet? Not yet. There is yet a future fulfillment that will come 

through Christ.  

 

The child, the Son of vs. 6, is Jesus who came to us in a Bethlehem 

manger—He came to save His people from their sins through His death on 

the cross. Yet He will come again to establish God’s justice and 

righteousness on this earth. Revelation 20 speaks of day when Satan will be 

bound and Christ will reign on this earth for a thousand years—a reign of 

peace—before the great white throne judgment.  

 

Christmas is about rejoicing in Jesus who has come to save His people from 

their sin; to make peace with God on our behalf; to turn strife to peace 

through His cross. Yet Christmas is also about rejoicing that Jesus will come 

again to settle all wrongs with perfect justice. And until that day He is 

“Immanuel, God with us.” The One who walks with us through the valley of 

the shadow of death is the Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, the 

Everlasting Father, and the Prince of Peace, who will cause all things to work 

together for the good of those who love Him.  

 

Perhaps now, it makes more sense that we anticipate Christmas by singing O 

Come, O Come Emmanuel in a minor key while awaiting the major 

resolution. Life is hard; yet we rejoice in the future hope of His promise.  

[O Come, O Come, Emmanuel] 

 

My friends, rejoice, even when life is an minor key. Take hold of Christ as 

your peace now and rejoice in His future reign of peace. Trust Him today. 

Don’t remain under His judgment for sin until the day of reckoning comes. 

You cannot have His peace until He reigns in you. Have peace with God 

today. Repent and believe. The Savior has come, and He has come for you. 

Jesus said, “I am the light or the world, he who follows me shall not walk in 

darkness but shall have the light of life.”  

 

Prayer 

Sing! [Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus � all lyrics]  


